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Francesca Lionetti, PhD 
 
Brief curriculum vitae 
 

 
Department of Neuroscience, Imaging and Clinical Sciences (DNISC)  
“G. D’Annunzio” University of Chieti-Pescara  
Via dei Vestini 31, 66100 Chieti, Italy 
  
Email: francesca.lionetti@unich.it 
 

 
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION 
 
2017 Habilitation as Associate Professor (ASN2016) for the sector 11/E2 
 
2013 Doctor of Philosophy, Summa cum Laude, Psychology 
 University of Pavia, Italy 
 
2013                      Habilitation as trainer of the Video-Feedback Intervention VIPP-SD,  Leiden 
 University, NL   
 
2008 Master of Science, Summa cum Laude, Clinical Psychology 

University of Pavia, Italy 
 

2006 Bachelor degree, Psychology 
University of Pavia, Italy 

 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
2019 -  Assistant professor, DNISC, “G. D’Annunzio” University of Chieti-Pescara 
 
2016 – 2019   Post-doctoral researcher, Queen Mary University of London, UK 
 
2013 – 2016  Research fellow, University of Pavia, Italy 

         
2009 – 2012  Ph.D. Student, University of Pavia, Italy 
 

 
GRANTS AND FELLOWHSIP 
 
2018        Jacobs Foundation Science of Learning Grant, Project Title: “Differential Susceptibility to 

 Early Education: Development and Validation of Sensitivity Measures for the School 
 Context”, Award: CHF 350,330 (£259,485). Role: Co-PI.  

 
2016   European Research Council Marie Curie International Fellowship, Project Title: 

 “Individual Differences in Environmental Sensitivity to Parenting (EStoPARENTING)”; 
 Award: Euro 183,454 (£138,512). Duration: May 2016 – April 2018 

 
2012 - 2015  Jacobs Foundation Research Travel Awards for conferences and scientific school 

 attendance 
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OTHER ACADEMIC/RESEARCH-RELATED ACTIVITIES  
 
2019 -   Council member of the European Association for Developmental Psychology. Role:   

 membership officer 
 
2019 -   Editorial team member of Family Relations journal, Wiley 
 
2019 -   Member of the Advisory Committee of the Charity vantagesensitivity.org 
 
2016 - 2020  Representative of the Early Researcher Union of the Italian Association of Psychology, 

 Developmental Psychology and Educational Section 
 

2015 – 2019  Secretary of the Early Researcher Union of the European Association for Developmental 
 Psychology 

 

 
AWARDS 
 
2013  AIP Young Scientist award (2013). Italian Association of Psychology (AIP), Education and 
  Developmental Psychology section based on the Ph.D. thesis  
 
2014  AIP Best paper award. Italian Association of Psychology (AIP), Education and  
  Developmental Psychology section based on the paper Lionetti, F. (2014). What  
  promotes secure attachment in early adoption? The protective roles of infants’  
  temperament and adoptive parents’ attachment, Attachment and Human Development, 
  16, 573-589  
 

 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS – Papers 
 
Lionetti, F., Aron, E. N., Aron, A., Klein, D. N., & Pluess, M. (2019). Observer-rated environmental 

sensitivity moderates children’s response to parenting quality in early childhood. Developmental 
Psychology, 55(11), 2389–2402 

 
Lionetti, F., Pastore, M., Moscardino, U., Nocentini, A., Pluess, K., & Pluess, M. (2019).  Sensory 
 processing sensitivity and its association with personality traits and affect: A  meta-analysis. 
 Journal of Research in Personality, 81, 138-152. 
 
Lionetti, F., Aron, A., Aron, E. N., Burns, G. L., Jagiellowicz, J., & Pluess, M. (2018). Dandelions, tulips and 

orchids: evidence for the existence of low-sensitive, medium-sensitive and high-sensitive 
individuals. Translational Psychiatry, 8(1), 1-11. 

 
Greven, C. U., Lionetti, F., Booth, C., Aron, E. N., Fox, E., Schendan, H. E., ... & Homberg, J. (2019). 

Sensory Processing Sensitivity in the context of Environmental Sensitivity: A critical review and 
development of research agenda. Neuroscience & Biobehavioral Reviews, 98, 287-305. 

 
Pluess, M., Assary, E., Lionetti, F., Lester, K. J., Krapohl, E., Aron, E. N., & Aron, A. (2018). Environmental 

sensitivity in children: Development of the Highly Sensitive Child Scale and identification of 
sensitivity groups. Developmental Psychology, 54(1), 51. 
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Lionetti, F., Pastore, M., & Barone, L. (2015). Parenting stress: The roles of attachment states of mind 

and parenting alliance in the context of adoption. Parenting, 15(2), 75-91. 
 
Lionetti, F. (2014). What promotes secure attachment in early adoption? The protective roles of infants’ 

temperament and adoptive parents’ attachment. Attachment & Human Development, 16(6), 
573-589. 

 
SELECTED PUBLICATIONS – Book and book chapters 
 
Lionetti, F. (2020). Assessment of Sensory Processing Sensitivity across the life-span. In B. Acevedo 
 (Eds). The Highly Sensitive Brain, Elsevier, ISBN: 9780128182512  
 
Lambruschi, F., Lionetti, F. [A cura di] (2016). La genitorialità. Strumenti di Valutazione e Interventi di 
 sostegno. Carocci Editore, Bologna ISBN: 9788843079421   
 
 
FULL LIST OF PUBLICATIONS:  
 
Scopus: https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=46461513900  
 
Google scholar: https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=05PGbiEAAAAJ&hl=it 
 
Research gate: https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Francesca_Lionetti2 
 

 
OTHER SKILLS 
 

▪ CLASS – observational scoring system, K3 level  

▪ Emotional Availability Scale, 4th Ed  coder  

▪ Video-Feedback intervention to Promote Positive Parenting and Sensitive Discipline trainer and 

supervisor  

▪ Manchester Child Attachment Story Task coder  

▪ Reflective Functioning coding system coder  

▪ ABC Strange Situation Procedure coder  

▪ Hostile Helplessness coding system coder  

▪ Adult Attachment Interview coder  

▪ R software, Mplus software 

 

 
Chieti, 10th February 2020 
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